30/10/2022 God’s Heart in the Prophets – God Promises to Heal
Isaiah 49:8-14; Micah 4:6-10
We are doing a series looking at God’s heart in the Prophets. 
To start this series, we began with confronting the truth about human sinfulness. It brings suffering into the world, it is an inescapable part of who we are and it causes a barrier between us and God. God responds to human sinfulness by reaching out to humanity and promising to bless the world through Abraham and Israel.
God also desires intimacy with his people and so God gave Israel the Law and the Old Covenant so that he could live in the midst of a sinful people. Also, he doesn’t want Israel chasing after false gods and living in ways which are harmful. He has brought Israel into existence, so that they will lead other nations away from false gods to him the true God.
Israel’s disobedience resulted in Israel being led astray, causing them to break their covenant with God and the Israelites were led away from the true God to believe in false gods. However, God will not break the covenant he has made. Israel will be disciplined to bring them back to him, but he will not abandon them.
God reminds his people of the covenant and consequences of breaking it. God often sets out two paths before his people. If they continue in their disobedience the day of the Lord would come, which will be a terrible day of judgment. However, if they repent and turned their hearts to God, the blessings of God would be restored. 
But God’s people did not repent and eventually came the moment when God decided that his people had long enough to repent and decided to bring about Judgement. However, God does not leave his people without hope, for God promises that he will restore his people. God does not wait until Israel cleans themselves up before accepting them back. Nor can he stand the thought of completely wiping out Israel, despite their sins deserving such judgement. God will withhold from Israel the full punishment of Israel’s sins and God will pay the price for redeeming them. He will do whatever is necessary to restore his relationship with his unfaithful people because he loves them so.
This week we continue to see God’s heart in his desire and promises to heal Israel. He will not leave them broken and humiliated, but make them strong and prosperous. However, not only does God promise to heal Israel, he makes promises that this healing will be forever.
Our bible readings this morning come from the prophets Micah and Isaiah and both of these prophets were contemporary with each other meaning they lived at the same time. They were also both prophets ministering in Judah otherwise known as the Southern Kingdom of Israel. And what we see is that God also gave them somewhat similar messages. They both speak of God’s coming judgement, but they also both speak of a time when God will heal Israel completely and forever.
Micah chapter 4 starts with these words, In the last days… and speaks of the coming of a temple and worshipers from all over the world coming to Jerusalem and a coming everlasting peace. So Micah 4:6 comes straight after this and God is adding to what he has just promised, saying, “In that day, declares the LORD.” So the day the LORD is talking about is also the last days. 
So to begin with what is meant by this term the last days. When is this “last days”? Well, the last days always refer to the messianic era in the Old Testament Prophets.
God partially fulfills these promises 70 years after the exile, with the return of the Israelites from captivity in Babylon, but God is definitely looking past this time to another future time when the Messiah comes. So this passage is a reference either to the coming of Jesus into the world and establishing the church, or to Jesus’ second coming.
So way back in around 700BC God makes promises to his people to heal them after a time of exile. The difference this time is that God is looking completely past the initial restoration of Israel following Judah’s exile in Babylon and saying there will come a day when I will do a full restoration and not just bring the Israelites back to Israel from Babylon. It’s going to be so much more than this and so much better than this.
So how does God describe this moment in history. Micah 4:6, “I will gather the lame; I will assemble the exiles and those I have brough to grief.” The first thing we are told here is that God will gather the lame. This is not referring to literal lame people, but the fact that Israel will be weak. The Israelites aren’t going to establish themselves with great strength, rather, Israel will be weak like a lame person. So these broken people who are in exile will be assembled together. These are the people of God who have known the judgement of God upon them. And next God says, “I will make the lame a remnant, those driven away a strong nation.” 
The idea of the remnant signifies those who have remained faithful to God and who God preserves through the time of God’s discipline. And this remnant will inherit the promises of God. And so God is revealing his plan to make the weak remnant into a strong nation.
The LORD will be their ruler forever and Jerusalem will be re-established. Yes, there will be a time of suffering and where there will be no king, but God will rescue his people and redeem them out of the hand of their enemies. God will take his people, who are not only living away from their homeland, but are also feeling humiliated and broken and make them strong, removing from them their shame.
Have you ever experienced deep humiliation for something which has happened to you? A moment when people laughed at you because you did something foolish or because you weren’t very good at something? Humiliation is one of the worst experiences. You feel a shame which pieces you to your core, particularly if it’s an area of personal vulnerability – something you know you’re weak in. 
When I was young, I knew I couldn’t read well, I had to go out of class with a couple of other students and do remedial reading. I hated having to read in front of the class, because I was slow and I stumbled. I was so subconscious about my reading and I know that if I had of been made fun of by my class mates it would have crushed me. 
And so God is saying to Israel, I’m going to act in such a way which will remove your shame and humiliation. I’m going to take you from your weakness, where everyone can laugh at your vulnerability and before them give you a position of honour and admiration. And this will be their position forever.
So God is promising to heal his people after a period of exile. But this healing will be in the last days and it will be forever.
What this shows us, is God’s strong desire to see his people be healed and no longer humiliated. Not only of their physical suffering but also the circumstances which cause emotional torment. And he doesn’t want to just bring about a temporary healing, which Israel could lose again because of their continued unfaithfulness, instead God is going to bring about a new way of God relating to his people, which will once and for all remove all the things which can cause harm and washes away the past scars we carry.
Now in Isaiah 49:8-12, we have a similar promise made to Israel about how God will heal them, but this time God is speaking directly to Jesus about what he will accomplish in his ministry. Now of cause when Isaiah wrote these words, what he understood was that God was speaking through him to one who would the Messiah, and as well as to Israel about the relationship the Messiah will have with God and what God will accomplish through the Messiah.
This is a beautiful passage. Remember this starts out with the Father talking to Jesus. This is what the Lord says, “In the time of my favour I will answer you.” So that’s the time God has appointed for Jesus to establish the New Covenant. God continues “…and in the day of salvation I will help you; I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people to restore the land and to reassign its desolate inheritance, to say to the captives, “Come out,” and to those in darkness, “Be free!”
So in around 700BC God is laying out the plan for Jesus to read when he comes to earth. And the plan is to heal God’s people forever through Jesus. It starts out beautiful and personal, with the Father assuring Jesus that he will be helping him and keeping him through his trials, his death and resurrection. 
But to bring things back to Isaiah’s perspective God will make the Messiah he’s prophesying about our covenant with God and this will allow a new way to exist between God and his people. The Messiah will restore the land. This means the Messiah will make the land of Israel a place of blessing for the Israelites. It also has a more allegorical meaning with the restoration of the land meaning that the people of God will live in the midst of the blessings of God. “To reassign its desolate inheritance” is the promise of God to make those who are not God’s people to be part of those who will enjoy the inheritance of God, which includes the Gentiles. And the Messiah will free the captives of sin and those living in the darkness of the world. 
The next section speaks of the Messiah as if he will look after his people like a good shepherd looks after his sheep. So it’s a metaphoric description of how the Messiah will lead God’s people. We are given a picture of a shepherd who leads his sheep to where there is abundant food and water and even where there is no food, they will find it, and a shepherd who finds shade for his sheep in middle of the day and cool springs to rest at.
The image is of a tender and caring leader, who meets the deepest needs of his people. Not just physical needs but deep emotion and spiritual needs as well. God will himself will go with his people and guide them. 
Not only this, but God promises remove all the obstacles which would stop someone from being a part of God’s people and God’s people will come from all places.
The LORD will comfort his people and have compassion on them. Heaven and Earth will shout with joy together at this new thing God will do to bring an everlasting healing to the People of God, which won’t just be limited to Jews.
God does not want to leave his people as they are, with the inevitable outcome of becoming unfaithful yet again and deserve judgement. The way God chooses to do this is through the Messiah. Jesus, as the Messiah, is to bring about a new way, which will allow God to heal his people in all the different ways they require. His work on this earth will allow God to turn people’s hearts truly towards him, even though we still aren’t perfect. And God, through his Son, will bring about the greatest healing of all. The complete and full healing from sin. 
This is part of God’s plan. The grace God is able to bring into the world through Jesus is God’s heart. It’s just that before Jesus, God can’t treat people in this way. God can’t and won’t ignore the sins of his people and all sin requires judgement, because it is rebellion against God and brings into existence unnecessary, great suffering. But God through the Messiah is able to heal people from all the suffering they have experienced, and wipe away the pain of painful memories. Because God through Jesus is able to minister directly to people’s hearts and bring in our souls the full goodness of God.
The promise of Jesus is God’s heart in the prophets. Amen. 
